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SUBJECT: GOI-BBC DISPUTE CONTINUES 

REE: TEHRAN 7076 

1. IN SERIES OE ARTICLES IN PRESS AND SLOTS ON BROADCAST 
MEDIA GOI CONTINUING DISPUTE WITH BBC OVER PROGRAMMING 
DEEMED UNFAVORABLE TO IRAN. BRITISH BROADCASTS DESCRIBED 

AS INACCURATE, DELIBERATELY SLANTED AND COMPARED WITH RADIO 
BAGHDAD PROPAGANDA. AT SAME TIME IRANIAN PRESS HAS INDULGED 
IN NUMBER OE GRATUITOUS ASSAULTS NOT ONLY ON BBC BUT ON UK 
AS WELL WHICH CHARACTERIZE BRITAIN AS PATRONIZING AND 
HARBORING COLONIALIST ATTITUDES OF SUPERIORITY WHILE DOUBTING 
IRAN'S ABILITY TO MODERNIZE OR NEED FOR ARMS BUILDUP. 

2. LOCAL BBC CORRESPONDENT JOHN BIERMAN, WHO HAS RECEIVED 
EXTENSION OF HIS EXPULSION DEADLINE TO OCTOBER 1 1, IS 
QUITE BITTER ABOUT HIS DEPARTURE. IN HEAVY OVERSTATMENT 
HE OPINED THAT BBC INCIDENT IS DESIGNED TO GET HIM OUT OF 
COUNTRY AND FRIGHTEN REMAINING FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS. 
COMMENT: BBC CORRESPONDENT LAST EXPELLED FROM IRAN TWO 
YEARS AGO FOR DISPTACHING ALLEGEDLY BIASED REPORTS. FACT 
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GOI MAY HELP TO EXPLAIN PRESS CAMPAIGN BUT, ON BALANCE, 

IRANIAN OVERREACTION TO BRITISH BROADCASTS SEEMS SIMILAR 
IN TONE TO HARSH NOTES RECENTLY GIVEN TO COMMONWEALTH AMBASSADORS 
IN TEHRAN FOLLOWING INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER' REMARKS REGARDING 
ARMS RACE IN GULF. 
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